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FOREWORD

This document is the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the proposed Glassboro-Camden
Line. Following the issuance of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) on November 2, 2020,
public hearings were held virtually on November 17, 2020 and November 19, 2020, and the period for
submitting written comments remained open through December 17, 2020. The comments made during
the public hearings and throughout the public comment period are summarized and responded to in a
new attachment, Attachment 13, “Responses to Comments.”

Excluding sections which are new to this FEIS (this Foreword, Chapter 7, “References,” Chapter 8, “List of
Preparers,” and Attachment 13, “Responses to Comments”), significant changes to the text since the
publication of the DEIS are marked by double-underlining for new text and strikethrough (e.g.,
strikethrough) for deleted text. These revisions are described as follows:

Project Description (Section ES.3.1, Section 1.6.2, Section 1.7.2, and Section 2.1): Revised text to
reflect that 1) the proposed GCL would operate every 15 minutes during peak and midday periods
and every 30 minutes during the late-night period, 2) “fouling” refers to work being done within
15 feet of existing rail, and 3) the proposed GCL would provide five “walk-up” stations, four
“moderate park-and-ride” stations, and five “park-and-ride” stations. Additionally, Figure 1-4,
“Corridor Ownership,” was modified to indicate that a portion of the northern end of the
alignment is owned by New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT).

NJDEP Preliminary Review (Section ES.2.1.1 and Section 1.9.1): Created footnotes to describe
revisions to the DEIS, per NJDEP preliminary review, with regards to Wild Celery, the Little Brown
Bat, and the Tricolored Bat.

Environmental Consequences (Section 3.1): Revised text to clarify that the environmental
consequences that may be reasonably expected with the implementation of the proposed GCL
are determined through the comparison of conditions in the future with the GCL and No-Action
conditions, which are defined as conditions in the future were the project not implemented.

Land Use and Zoning (Section 3.3.2): Revised text to clarify that 1) although land use analyses are
based on data from 2015 and 2016, information was updated in 2020 as appropriate through
research and field observations, 2) parking surveys would be conducted and mitigation developed
as necessary at select stations as part of preliminary engineering, and 3) any land use or zoning
impacts in the vicinity of the Woodbury Heights Vehicle Maintenance Facility (VMF) would be
avoided or mitigated.

Transportation (Section 1.4.3, Section 3.3.4, and Section 3.4.10): Revised text to clarify 1) the
types and locations of parking facilities proposed as part of the GCL, as well as the number of new
parking spaces that would be available for GCL use, 2) that the GCL has been conceptually
designed to accommodate a potential future second track for Conrail operations along the
corridor, and 3) that the parking analysis is based on the 2019 Limit of Disturbance (LOD).

Environmental Justice (Section 3.4.5): Revised text to clarify that any impacts resulting from the
proposed GCL that would occur within or near potential environmental justice communities
would not represent a disproportionate burden on these communities.

Aesthetic Features (Section ES.4.4): Text revised to clarify that impacts to aesthetic features in
the vicinity of the two stations referenced are due to increased views of rail infrastructure in
adjacent streets/neighborhoods resulting from anticipated tree removal in ROW.
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» Safety and Security (Section 3.4.7): Revised text to clarify that, per FRA guidance, quiet zones
cannot be included as part of the proposed GCL because individual jurisdictions must apply to FRA
directly for a quiet zone designation; however, at-grade crossings are being designed with four
guadrant gates, providing the opportunity for jurisdictional entities to apply if so desired.

e Air Quality (Section ES.4.4, Section 2.4.10, Section 3.4.1, and Section 3.4.10): Revised text to
clarify that 1) a new version of the programming used in the air quality analyses was released
after the analyses were completed and 2) while the proposed GCL is predicted to slightly increase
regional pollutant burdens, the effect on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions would be negligible.
The GHG analysis is conservative because it includes both the reduction in GHG emissions from
reduced car travel as well as the additional emissions from the operation of the proposed GCL
itself. Further, the analysis relies on the assumption that the proposed GCL trains would run on
standard diesel (i.e., the “dirtiest” fuel and, therefore, the most conservative assumption).
However, cleaner burning fuel options are available and would be explored in project
implementation.

e Cumulative Effects (Section ES.4.6 and Section 3.6): Revised text to clarify determination of lack
of impacts related to cumulative effects.

e Acquisitions (Section 3.7): After the release of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
refinements to the Acquisitions and Displacements Analysis presented herein were conducted by
the GCL Project Team, resulting in changes to several acquisition determinations. Tables, analyses
and calculations throughout the report have been updated accordingly. Specifically, the following
seven acquisition effects were reconsidered between Draft and Final EIS:

¢ Refinement to the proposed Limit of Disturbance (LOD) mapping file resulted in five parcels,
which were identified as full acquisitions in the DEIS, being determined not to be properties
that would be fully or even partially acquired; specifically, parcels 0408 477 _42,
0408_489_55, 0414_187_17,0414_187_9, and 0414_192_9.02.

e Parcel 0810 278.01_4.01, previously identified as a full acquisition in the DEIS (due to
potential for the proposed GCL limiting access to the southern portion of the property) was
downgraded to a partial acquisition, as further inspection clarified that the portion of the
proposed LOD mapping file crossing the parcel’s access was intended to represent proposed
sidewalk and pedestrian facilities, which would improve access to the parcel; a partial
acquisition would still be required for the northern portion of the parcel.

e Parcel 0815 82.01 2, previously identified as a full acquisition in the DEIS (due to the
potential for the proposed GCL to preclude use of this property’s driveway, which currently
serves “drive-through” activity for the business) was downgraded to a de minimis acquisition,
as the permanent LOD would not encroach on the property to such an extent; however, a
conservative interpretation assumes that some minor portion of this driveway may still be
affected and require minor reconfiguration to maintain functionality.

Additionally, the phrase, “Construction of the proposed GCL,” has been replaced with “Implementation
of the proposed GCL,” when referring to conditions in the future with the proposed GCL in operation.
Minor editorial and typographical revisions, formatting adjustments, and figure modifications have been
made, as appropriate.
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