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Glassboro-Camden light rail proposal
takes next step in South Jersey

Proponents of ambitious project say it will extend the Philly-
Camden metro area
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The proposed Glassboro Camden Line, pictured in the rendering above, is an 18-mile light-rail train project
that aims to increase transportation access in South Jersey.

plan for an 18-mile light-rail line through Camden and Gloucester counties has
completed an environmental impact study for review by the New Jersey

Department of Environmental Protection, moving another step closer to an
ambitious project that advocates say would strengthen the region's

transportation infrastructure.

Plans for the project date back 2005, when a group of stakeholders proposed it as a
solution for the lack of fixed-rail transit in South Jersey. The project is sponsored by the
Delaware River Port Authority, PATCO and NJ Transit, with $200 million already pledged
by the South Jersey Transportation Authority.

The Glassboro Camden Line calls for 14 new train stations, shown on the map below, and
it trains would carry riders along an existing Conrail line using diesel, light-rail vehicles.
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The fourteen stops on the proposed 18-mile Glassboro Camden Line would traverse the
communities of Glassboro, Pitman, Sewell, Mantua Township, Deptford Township, Wenonah,
Woodbury Heights, Woodbury, Westville, Brooklawn, Gloucester City and Camden.

Riders would have the ability to transfer to the PATCO Speedline for access to Philadelphia
and other parts of Camden County. Transferring to NJ Transit would take riders to Atlantic
City or Trenton using the River LINE, while those looking to reach New York City could
connect with the Northeast Corridor trains.

The project's proponents say expanding rail service is necessary in light of an anticipated
population boom in Gloucester County over the next few decades, spurred by business
development and growing student enrollment at Glassboro's Rowan University and

Rutgers University-Camden.

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Connections 2045 Plan for Greater
Philadelphia previously estimated that Gloucester County’s population and employment
would grow by 29% between 2015 and 2045.

Supporters also point to ongoing redevelopment in Camden, where the Walter Rand
Transportation Center already 1s poised to undergo a $250 million overhaul. They say
transit-oriented development in South Jersey will raise property values, reduce traffic
congestion and provide greater accessibility across the region.

"The GCL project is a vital transportation link for South Jersey, one that is long overdue,”
said Jeffrey L. Nash, Camden County Commissioner and DRPA vice chairman. “The GCL
will serve to reduce our carbon footprint, increase property values for homeowners,
spark economic opportunities for businesses, and provide a convenient means of
transportation for workers, students, and those who want easy access to the universities,
hospitals, and cities.”
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This environmental study will now be

reviewed by NJDEP, which will provide a written response, identifying potential adverse
environmental impacts from the project, as well as any permits and regulatory
requirements necessary to move forward through its various stages.

The next step in the process would be preliminary engineering design and project
management.

The estimated cost of the project, quoted in a 2009 mass transit alternatives analysis study,
was pegged at $1.6 billion at the time. Updated information about the anticipated cost as

of 2021 has been requested from the project team.

With expanding opportunities for education, employment and home ownership in South
Jersey, the team behind the Glassbhoro Camden Line believes it could be a game changer
for the region's transportation network.

"The GCL will effectively extend the Philadelphia-Camden metropolitan area," said John T.
Hanson, DRPA CEO and PATCO President. "This commuter rail line will provide
convenient transportation for workers, students, and those who want easy access to the
many cultural, recreational, educational, economic and medical resources on both sides
of the river."

MICHAEL TANENBAUM

PhillyVoice Staff
tanenbaum@phillyvoice.com

READ MORE TRANSPORTATION TRAINS CAMDEN S0OUTH JERSEY NI TRANSIT PATCO PHILADELPHIA

GLASSBURO

g
Make sure you're still

eligible for Medicaid

[

Leam More

Just In

= C.J. Gardner-Johnson trashes Philly people,

calls them 'f*****g obnoxious'

= Dahlia flower holds powerful extract that

helps treat and prevent diabetes

= Philly's landlord-tenant office suspends

evictions after third shooting sin

ce March

= Gregory's Bar in Somers Point faces 'David
vs. Goliath' battle to retain 'Taco Tuesday’

trademark

= Philly's new airport security wait-time
tracker eases travel stress with real-time

data

= Where to watch the 2023 Wom
Cup matches in the Philly region

en's World

Must Read

B TRANSPORTATION

Philly's new airport
security wait-time tracker
eases travel stress with... ™

B SPONSORED
3.0 University Place will

solidify Philadelphia's s... FESl

by "E University Place

B PHILLIES

Andrew Painter done for
the year as Phillies
recommend Tommy Joh...

. FOOD & DRINK

Gregory's Bar in Somers
Point faces 'David vs. G...

T Dy S S Sl L e i Mo |

Bl WEEKEND
Ice cream, 'Barbie' and

the Women's World Cup... 2

Xahealthierphilly

= Intermittent fasting can be as effective for

weight loss as counting calories

. study finds

= Prebiotic sodas like Poppi and Olipop claim
to improve gut health, but do they really

work?

= Closing the health care disparity gap for

Black people who are pregnant

= Parents can support kids' mental health
this summer by developing structured

routines, experts say

= Blood test offers breakthrough for
screening preeclampsia in pregnant women

= Can probiotics help with depre

5sion? Link

between mental health, gut bacteria points

to benefits

Sponsored

B REAL ESTATE

The best reasons to move
to South Jersey

by (z:)Anne E, Koons

B TRAVEL
Cape May County has

tons to offer throughou... ™=

by ) adn

B UNIONS

MNew bi-state task force to
stop worker misclassifi...

b BEW 98

B TRAVEL

Enjoy an adventure in .
Central Pennsylvania: C... |

B EDUCATION

Free college and the
support you need to su...
I}_'" LA vy Y

[T
a Phileselghla

B BANKING

e
When to Consider Hiringa|

Private Banker?

> WSS bank

B HEALTHY EATING

Healthy summer snack
options for kids

& Independnce &

J ADULT HEALTH

With Temple Health's
advanced robotic techn... ¥

by §§ Temple Health

5 people wake up and
» pheck their phones...

Crush Your Goals

<+ Semrush

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Do you believe that a US
recession is imminent?

Yes, | do
' Maybe, I'm not sure

I Mo, | don't

' Other / No opinion

Leanm maore

LEL ]

* By clicking "NEXT" you agree to the following:
We use cookies to collect your survey answers for
market research and tailored advertising. I yvou
would like to continue with this survey, please read
and agree to the CivicScience Privacy Policy and

Terms of Service

OB 17w

Al eguisodes m
rowd stresaming

Sign Up Now




